 Visual Arts Syllabus                                  ​​​                           Mrs. Ondrian Reid 

Haynes Bridge Middle School
2017-2018
This course syllabus provides a general plan for the course; some deviation may be necessary. 

Course Philosophy:   Art Education in Fulton County Schools integrates the study of art history, art criticism, aesthetics, and art production. As a subject in our schools art education is based on the belief that looking at, talking about and making art are processes essential to the well- educated student.

The well-educated person is conversant with a breadth of ideas about

· functions and styles of art in a wide range of cultures and societies

· influences, impact, and relationships of art to events and the human condition throughout history

· purposes, functions, and theories of art and artists in society

· knowledge, application and use of a variety of art media, skills, techniques, and processes.

The study of art provides major opportunities to nourish high level thinking. When well taught, skills associated with artistic thinking include the ability to see clearly, analyze, reflect, make judgments, forge connections among ideas and information, and generate new ideas from diverse sources.

Course Description: Art in the middle grades is for the transition from elementary school to high school level art. This includes learning to develop and communicate personal ideas in art, observational drawing skills, color theory, self evaluation, and the formation of habits necessary for success in art production and other areas of life.

Curriculum and instruction for middle school art education courses are based on the Fulton County Art Curriculum which encompasses the Georgia Performance Standards for Visual Art and are tailored to meet the variety of experience levels within the class.  Art textbooks designated as primary texts by grade level are often used interchangeably at all three grade levels, based on needs of individual classes.

Sixth Grade Focus: Emphasis is on the language of art and design skills. Students will create art and study famous artworks with information and activities integrated from the disciplines of art production, art criticism, art history, and aesthetics.  

Seventh Grade Focus: Emphasis is on art materials and techniques. Students will apply design thinking through the study of famous artworks from the perspective of the artist.  This objective will be met through the disciplines of art production, art criticism, art history, and aesthetics.
Eigth Grade Focus: Continued emphasis is on art production with a focus on communicating ideas of personal importance while studying contemporary art. Information and activities are integrated from the disciplines of art production, art criticism, art history, and aesthetics.

 Units:
· Elements and principles of design

· Drawing from observation 
· Color Theory

· Three- Dimensional design\ Sculpture
Textbooks: Textbooks are used interchangeably at all three grade levels based on the needs of the class. They will not be issued to students, but students must take care of the books when in use.  Student damage to a textbook will cost $44.95.
Art: A Personal Journey (Davis, 2002)
Art: A Community Connection (Davis, 2001)

Art: A Global Connection (Davis, 2001)

Materials: Students are expected to come prepared to work daily. The following should be ready at the start of each class.
Pencil
Student Agenda 
Sketchbook (store bought or made in class)
Art Folder (will be made in class)
Suggested Materials (These are not mandatory)

Eraser (pink pearl), Thin and thick sharpie markers,6B or Ebony drawing pencil, Glue stick

Students that are frequently unprepared will be documented and may borrow a pencil by exchanging their agenda or personal item during the warm-up.  Pencils must be traded back at the end of class during clean up.  It is unacceptable to disrupt class to prepare or borrow materials once class has begun.  Disrupting class to borrow a pencil will result in a disciplinary consequence.
All other materials will be provided by the school.  In the event that a specific project is planned that will require the student to provide a specific material, there will be a letter sent home to the parent/ guardian in advance. 

Sketchbooks
Every middle school art student is required to keep a sketchbook for Visual Arts in Fulton County.  Keeping a sketchbook is a creative practice that is a foundation of artistic production and thinking. Sketchbooks for our class will be used daily for warm-ups, daily work, and project planning.
· Sketchbooks should be bought or made in class within the first week of class. 
· If you choose to buy a sketchbook it must be in the art room by__________________.

· Sketchbooks can be bought at most stores that sell art supplies and should not cost more than $6.00. Spiral binding is preferred. Students who buy sketchbooks will most likely have enough space for their entire middle school career and can keep their sketchbook in the art room throughout the year and summer.
•     The student is responsible for their sketchbook. There will be a place in the classroom for the students to keep their books.  If a student has to take it home they must bring it back!!!  If it is lost the student needs to get a new book and will receive a call home or notation in their agenda.
•    I will be checking sketchbooks for classwork, the student should feel free to add their own thoughts to their sketchbook, but must keep in mind what is appropriate for school.

Grading: Due to the selection process of art students, grading is not based on natural talent, but on the individual’s level of effort and completion of the assignment. One’s behavior and attitude is always a major factor in what they produce. 

Fulton County Grading Scale will be used in this class

A: 90 and above

B: 80-89

C: 70-79

F: 69 and below

Grades will be weighed as follows:

~ Work Ethic: 5%
Effort toward completion of daily tasks. 
~Classwork: 15%


Daily Class Work Assignments: These grades include but are not limited to daily warm ups or completion tasks.
~Minor Assessments: 35%

Sketchbook (Art Journal) Assignments: Practice labs, artist statements or reflections, material studies, worksheets.  

~Major Assessments/ Major Projects: 45%
These are the major projects that we are working on and act as a test of the information that we cover for each unit.  The student needs to pay close attention to what is required; these requirements will always be found on the rubric which is to be turned in with each project.
Turning in Work: All students are expected to make up any missing assignment due to an absence in a timely manner. 

 Work will be considered late if it is not submitted within the first five days of the assignment due date. The due date is included in the five days. Students will lose 4 points during the five day period for each day the assignment is late. Teachers will enter NHI (not handed in) in the gradebook to signal a late or missing assignment.
Students who fail to submit work within the five day period will be referred to our graduation coach, and they will be requires to attend working lunch. Once the student has attended their assigned working lunch, they are expected to submit the assignment to their teacher by the following Monday. If the student does not submit the assignment in the time frame, the late assignment will not be accepted by the teacher.

Retakes: Summative- Major Projects

· Students that make below a 70% on Major Assessments MUST RETAKE the assessment. Remember these are the Major Projects. Intervention will be teacher- guided.
•    All students do have the option to retake an assessment.
If the grade is ABOVE 75%, the retake will be a self-guided intervention. Extra help can occur in the mornings before school.
· Retake will be administered within the next 5 day cycle after test is graded. Grade will be the higher of the two.
The Graduation Coach’s primary responsibility is to work with all students to encourage academic success. Mrs. Nigro offers a variety of academic programs that can help students improve their academic performance. 

The Guidance Counselors are also available to assist with any academic and social needs you may encounter during the school year. 

Students may come during team time or early before school at 7:55 to make up assignments or catch up on projects. Students who need extra time must have used class time appropriately and have their agendas signed in advance.
Homework Expectations: Students that need extra time to finish an assignment may take their work home to keep up with the pace of the class. I expect any work that leaves the art room to come back the next day. 

Daily Course Expectations: All school rules are in effect in this room. Each student is expected to adhere to the behavior expectations as outlined in the student agenda.
Respectful: Check bad attitudes at the door. Do your best to stay upbeat, cheerful, and pleasant. We all have challenges, so please be kind. ( 

Keep your voices low and to your table.

Follow directions the first time they are given.

Responsible: Come prepared and work to the best of your ability each day. Bring a pencil, sketchbook (art journal), agenda, and any assigned materials to each class.

Students are provided with one agenda at the beginning of the year and are expected to use the student agenda as an organizational tool as well as a hall pass. Students will write the topic of the class and homework in their agenda every day for every class. If an agenda is lost, a new agenda must be purchased.
Take care of our tools, technology, and materials.

Get your materials ready quickly and put them back in the right spots.

 Clean up after yourself.

Ready: Be on time for class, turn in all assignments on time, and make efficient use of our class time.

Pay attention and participate in class.

HBMS Tardy Policy: Tardy is defined school-wide as not being inside the classroom when the final bell rings. When the final bell rings to be in class, teachers will issue the student a Level 1.  The student’s tardy will be recorded and consequences will be assigned based upon the progressive consequence scale.  Students who arrive to class later than the fifteen minute window will be sent to the office for cutting class.
Rewards: special treats, positive notes or calls, student helpers, music while we work
Consequences: Level 1, teacher reprimand, notation in agenda, lunch detention, seat change, negative phone call or note, counselor/office referral.

Note to Parents: I am very happy to have your child come into my classroom for this nine week period. It is very important that we maintain the line of communication to ensure that your child does the best job possible. If there is a problem please let me know. I will be contacting you so feel free to contact me.
Thank you,
Mrs. Ondrian Reid
Artist/ Educator
http://hbmsart.weebly.com/

ReidO@fultonschools.org
470-254-7030
Parent Signature                                                                                     Best Phone Number 

Student Name

PS.  As an art teacher, I find some items very useful. Please consider donating the following items before tossing them out.
fancy papers, stamps, fabric, thread, or other crafty items

Old books, magazines, saran wrap, and wax paper

THANKS IN ADVANCE!

Edited August 5, 2017 
